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CHRISTMAS.
J DAT or GIAME8S AID FESTIVITY.

JUJ i.n r

i
Jojoos Observance of the Anniversary

in the Metropolis*

ft CLOUDLESS SKY AND A HAPPY CITY.

Interesting Religious, Charita¬
ble and Secular Exercises.

JTbronged Streets, Smiling Faces and
Crowded Churches.

t

Hanta Clans Among the Soldiers
and the Children.

¦Turkey and Other Good Things
for Everybody.

tea DAY ZN TBB 7ARK.

tails,- ggefoj Entertainments and German
*

Festivities o,' |he Evening.
Ac. Ac. Ac.

¦ The unpleasant weather of last Sunday rftthar damp
sued the ardor of some of the citizens of New Vork who
had made their arrangements for an exteualve celebra¬
tion of yesterday with the usual Christm:« festivities).
A* has already been stated, the rain, slush and enow
dimmed the teauty of Christmas Eve, and caused many
to stay within their homes who otherwise wouldJiavo

C .ended some of the various church burMeet! visited
d feasted with their friends and relatives. No such

tbaige can be truthfully laid at the door of yesterday.
It was ail l'air a day overhc ! aa could have been de¬
fend and the heavy frost of the night before having
congealed and dried up the effects of previous rain and
mow, under foot it was as good as the resi¬
dents of the metropolis are expected to enjoy
to the winter season. And everybody and his
¦rife and children appeared to enjoy the occasion. Ilusi-

n ess was generally at u standstill. The bustling tido that
(hourly sweeps down Broadway upon other days was

Hsrantiug. Drays and carta did not dispute every Inch 01|£i>ace with hacks and omnibuses. Tlio latter, indeed,Krere "monarch* or all they surveyed".at loat mastersBwhlhe situation, aud, with the cars of the dtlTerout line
isf city railway, were continually filled with happy,
^eli-dressed, orderly crowds of people, coming from or

going to church, or en route tor some place of secular
amusement, from morning until evening. Tho hotels
were crowded with city and foreign visitor*, and their
tables at the dinner hour were savagely at¬
tacked by ft hungry horde, upon destruction oi

turkey fearfully intent. Their appetites apposed,
¦jkbey became na gentle and passive a3 Iambs.®fet BO, however, with those who paid their

devoirs to the jolly god Bacchus, and drank deeply or
the inspiriting juice or tho vino and the corn, singing,
.Dum tininMM piramus, in later Latin, "Wo won't go home
diU morning, till daylight doth appear," in modern
Creek, and making Involuntary rail fences; numb, tv

perambulated the streets unsteadily, until brought up
with a round turn, the turn of tho key in tho lock or the
*eorof the Tombs, or reached their residences or ihe
Mdences of some other person and found repose In the
nwt of Morpheus. Outbreaks and disturbances wore

comparatively few, however, and the police had little to
i bwlde enjoying themselves and laughing at the comi-

a antics of those who had swallowed "a woo drop too

ch," or placed their bodies outside of too large a

quantity of the ardent, and wero therefor* uot re«i>on-
¦tble for their words and actions.
The public ceremonlos of yeste»day are given at length

||^ the follewlng reports.

religious services.
ST. PATRICK'S CATHKDRAL.

-the Festival of the Nativity oT Christ, uj Chti-tmas
J&y is termed In the calendar of the Catholic. Chur h,

celebrated with great pomp and solemnity at St.
k's cathedral. The masses, which commenced at

.ve o'clock In the morning, were concluded with u pon-
liftcal high uisss, In which the Mo=t Reverend Arch
Msbop McCloskey officiated as celebrant The hour of
beginning, which farted but slightly from the usual
time, was half past ten A M., but long in advance of

hour the vast tdltce was thronged With the oongre-
n of worshipper*.

TOE *A*S.

Promptly si the fcoor which had l>een aimouu >*1 m

0 earlier sfrvlce? and on the preee Hag Sunday, the
on emerged from the sacristy in tuwt tttpoelog

¦ tad, preceded by the bearers »f the goMen ciuei
Mm and lighted candles, pa«.«ed by the aide iltar ind "n

the channel. The altars bad b*M»« rtvioratod with
.vergreena and flowers and i|(arkled under the blaze or
the lights which occupied every niche and recen" of the

itnary. The ve,tment««r the clergy were of umuusl
tichnees, in tonrormity with the joy and glory of »h- oc¬
casion. Tfce acolytes, numbering iionae tw nty youth'

wore starlet hate and sutars. The ma,..
wUeh was i tiimediately -vlebrited br the Men
Bererend Archbishop, occupied » period two

{hours, and was replete with all the measured snletii
.tty and impressive eeiemoti.e- peculiar «o tU
arkber McNierney, who h..< l"»g since won thai tie o(
the Chesterfield of relig.<>ti* c rec ony sri.t . "I'"'"'",
wraa master of ocretuentee. The u'fior ofltcer »< tho
mass were as follow*;.Very Rev. Father Mjrt > <.
«w<i uu.t pn- t Uev. Father Yla#uir" jiw1 I»r McSw in.
beacons at the *hrlne-. Itev. Knitter M Of n. -deacon
«t the altar K 'V. Wr Hudson, ub )os »u u the altar.

THK >FKM' .

Father McHlrtiifcjr pruWMHWPdllic <*rm»n, hi?
text the st..rv of the Incarnation, i. embrac, d in the firstfourteen verse* of the * < on<: Chspter of.it t.uke -' AndIt,.., ,¦ ... pat that 111 tl lav rev-nt ,t .».¦¦*fr .u .a V®Agif>!iii the mnuv iny<t' ri« ?, "r' I"1' r
which the Chin ch eomraemorO- <1, theiv» wa- none mor
ht-autliul, more consoling, than that ol ic oaii.it> otThrisT Nlie -pe-taolo ofVils W«Hy birth w .snch as toionfound o,frt' a,ooand till the h-art with d.;ep and^flowing emotion. To fathom and »
avwterv wert not jio -ihle t" u 1" adii"« .,'iu

anil,!,' it I id -t'tdv it would be »' almud'Hl sourC" ¦>(
wriftitflcath.il (The propl "t had proi hes' -dibs' Jctu ¦' n..tffSS^ISU w,...-y « jrtJSiC.diction had been .enfied in ih stnble of .i«'iil. uau,the^ the greater Of Cod's work- had *>
A«t It miaht Iiavi* b«oii J niaU^r of WI'P ' ' .

wbU^.' uy"^1 V;:rsd 'Zi r
"he' t:,tl^hX »H.re «u>,n it. «nt»>ring ih world .n poverty and

S;a^TA"".Sl-
rir;;r,'w'iV

Ti£Bir:h^
l4 at an Inclement ^ -o.i ^' 'tU* in rich* and honors. Hi- nr« lesson «».:Krtv ltumlHutlon unil fiiiffiruw.® Iwiob s ft.ess «:

Jm H in the tubia of B'thl-h-n. - <v ^

uioul of licheti should not omit to practice charily
to tho buttering and needy children of Christ. The imp
method wad to enjoy all things with temperance, niodoru-
iiou aud eobriot) , but at all times not to forget
to practise mortification. The children uf ibe bumble,
too, wer« to learn from Christ's example that poverty
«ae no disgrace; and, while we imitated charity to the
extent ut' our ability, we should also progress In love
of Him. Iu presenting Hitxuclf to uti iu tbe yuise of in¬
fancy, He Bought iu the most simple manner to win our
love, and .surely He deserved a return of it from us. Did
we imitate His example our reward was sure in that
which He baa promised at His second coining. Tlio
speaker coiicludcd by wishing hi.; hearers that rev. aid iu
the endless ages of eternity.

TUi: MI'HIO.
The organ service was in keeping with the solemnity

of the occasion, and was under the direction of Mr. ti.
Schmitz, who selected Mandenlchl's maw in U for per¬
formance by the instrument and choir. The solos, which
wore in .soprano by Madamo Cbome.who had
volunteered her services.and Mrt). F. Gross,. embraced
the Domine Dew, Et Incarnalut, Ave Maria and Hme-
Uietut. the last being a composition of Mr. Schmitz, the
organist. The duel Laudamut le watt tiling by Messrs.
H. Schmitz, tenor, and Herulcr, baritone, all assisted by
an oxcellent choir.

THH PAPAL BENEDICTION.
At the close of tike mass.the Archbishop dispensed the

I'apal blessing, in accordanco with the privilege granted
by his Holiness the Pope;

NEW JERUSALEM CHURCH.
At the New Jerusalem church in Thirty-fifth street

the services wore of a very Interesting and pleasing
character. The pulpit and walla of the church were

tastefully dccoratcd with evergreens. In the Sunday
school room addroBses wore made to the children,
and presents were distributed from a Christmas treo to
teachers and scholars. The occasion was a very happy
one and aflbrded much pleasure to all present, both
young and old.

Alter these exorcises had been concluded the con¬

gregation assembled in the church, and tho pastor,
Rev. Chauncey Giles, preached a sermon from Luke ti. ,

10th and lltli verses:."And tho angel said unto them,
Fear not; for behold, I bring you good tidings of groat
joy, which Khali be to all people/' Every individual
life, he commenced, is an epitome of the bUtory of tho
race. Kvery ray of light contains all the element*! of the
sun. The smallest leaf contains all the organic forma of
tho whole vegetable world. So, in every man, are all
the organic forms and possibilities of all men. The same

serpent tempts our children that tempted Eve, and with
tho .same fallacious hope's. The sena?s aro first dcvel-

0^<4. They lie near tho earth; they pluck of the fruit
of the t>» knowledge, of good and evil; they eat it

anil fall. Iu? Lord guides and sustains us in all

our ways, and gives "8 every good we will receive

from Him. But wken 5?e havo sunk so de:p.
ly iu sin thatTf-in:^ P°vcrtyr n0* abundance,
prosperity nor adversity, frccrtflTH nor oenflage, can
suffice to pave »jfl from sin. He* comes himself. Ho
clothes Sia Divine with » human nature that He mny
Teach its with the strong arm of natural truth. The
conilog of the Lord into the world as the Saviour of men
iH tho groat event in human history. It was tho pillar
upon which the dark and ieorful past and tho eternal
future turned. A3 the Lord caiue down from heaven and
was born into this world, so He must come down from
the higher regions of man's rnlnd, where He dwells with
every ono, and bo born upon the earth. He must be¬
came established in the natural man. When this event
takes place, the greatest in our whole history, the whole
current of life begins to change. Tho course of the soul
Is to bo onward and onward. The language of the angel
is appropriate to all wliq ure in this state. But it is re¬
markable that the early years of the Saviour wire passed
in obscurity. It was a purled of growth.of prepara¬
tion. Tlioie is an analogous work in every
man's life. Our uew principled of spiritual life
may worl: for a long tiuiu within with very little out¬
ward uinnitestatlon. .Slowness of growth Is necessary,
that our spiritual life may gain sufficient strength to re¬
sist Ui" temptations which it will surely sustain. As soon
its the Divine truths become established, and begin to
assert their power, they awaken the hostility of the
natural man, and then the conflict begins. It will not
bo Qni.->bod until we have wrostlod In Oetha 'mane, and
havo been nailed to the cross on Calvary. When the
Saviour comes upon the earth of our mlud.s He finds all
its principles corrupt; every faculty is misdirected and
perverted; the understanding is blind to truth; the ear
is deaf to tho Divine commands; tho feet lamo to run on
tho Divine errands. The work which He finds before
Him ts one that only omnipotent power can accomplish.
He must open the blind eyes to see the beauties and
glories of spiritual truth: open .tho ears so deaf to hla
commands, and givo to tho lame the power to walk in
tbe way of life. Let us to-day try to think of the preseut
and personal Saviour, who ca.no.s to exercise His miracu¬
lous power upon us to raise us from the death of sin, and
restore us to a life of eternal blessedness.

After some further remarks the reverend gentleman
concluded.

CHURCH or THB HOLY CROSS.
Tlie music in thia clmrub yesterday was of a jjrand

order. Larabillotto'8 celebrated pastoral mass, O Tor
Amrrrii, duo and chorus, and an Ad'narnM 7>, a tenor
solo by I'rocli, wore the principal selection®, and were

artistically rendered by the choir of the church, with a

chorus and full orchestra under tbe leadership of Herr
Appy. The whole performance, with the exception ol a
little unsteadiness occasionally, was a complete wcess.
and reflects great credit upon Mr. Uloason, the organist
and director.

ALL SAINTS' EPISCOPAL CHURCH.
In addition to tbe regular musical services at this

church yesterday, tho TV by Thomas, la B flat, tbe
J litilat^, by Paddon, and Morart's grand chorus "Glory be

to God on High," were sung with a great deal of expres¬
sion. the solas being given by Misses Hr ^tow and Clark
and Mr Q. Dye. Mr. J. p. Jardine presided at thd organ.
The [instor, Rev. S. J. CortiOHIe, delivered a flm» sermon
on the coming of the Saviour and Mediator, at tlie eon
elusion of wbk-h a collection for the benefit of the poor
was taken up.

SUNDAY SCHOOL AXKIVKRSARY.
Tbe children connected w.th the John afreet Methodist

Epiacopal church, to the number or about one U mired
and fifty, were last evening regaled with a sumptuous
Clfristmaa repast, which wa provide ! through the liber¬
ality of the teachers and member* ol the. church. Ap¬
propriate addresses were delivered by the pastor, the
Ri\. Mr. Pitney, and by the Rev. Mr. HlldreMi, alter
which refreshments were -evved out.

DINNERS AND OTHER FESTIVITIES.

niNNKK AT THE 6TKW YOKK MTATK HOL-
OIRR8 DiiPOT.

1 lie bravo soldiers of tue Krnpire tui* who ire

-topping at the Soldiors' Oepo! in HowarJ :4mt, await

iiig the »pttlement of various flu ms i^aloxt govern-
ui<-ni prior to receiving llioir Bail rtw barge and return-
111K I" Hi' * home- throu^hovt the Stat», wefe to a great
estent reconciled to thetr M in no* being of th* num-
t»<*r of those who gathered around 'be family brum
"tit home yestprday, by the rauniiken» of the benevo
lent ludiea of the Relief AiMoruitioa attached to that :n-

¦Illation, In providln<-thi> gallant follow* with tmnnp
t no' < <nd el '?ant "I an"-, m wa- also the case, it will tie
remember* 1, on tact Thaaksgirlnf r»»y. None of the
benevnlrnt in*titutions- ami Saw Vork can certainly
b o t of many. wh > gin C!<r"tmas Inner* yesterday
can claim * lanror suaro of R<>mmondation< th.m the
Midlers* banquet ***^n by th**e stood tadiet, whoso ap.
prerintion of tho p ' service of our toMien has keen
evinced on Him ¦« on iruar y previous owning, rit<-
enUuticeto the S 1«t*' Itepttww decked with ever¬

green *h I* the uin.nj hall was rtrytastcrMly arranged,
Tl. hall .' t-iv i;r >. illy t<: fne.l with bonier^ of pine
an p >per i«,i'»r\aW - irrousded Ity jroeti
wrru'h* On m<» -ti of fieho'ie w >r« th? following
n.iT, * »»r « init'i. .bed military heruc-; of th« r«-

bullion rimuM Wea ! », H<ioker, Sh"rtu.in. (Jraut (tho
ntni'' of th>« fiouteuaut Orn 'ril *m mmi >nnte 1 by an

anil k.patn':. fpon the other hui« tho naval
hfro.'j were poumerat 1, u i 'M*, finiftlt and Pnrt*f,*bilo :i banner nn- tly opi-i te th - '-entre of the table*
t* i'* the in-, nptiou m Istge iMftbdor* .

.00 Hit- u»K I.ADlfcS

RHHW1MAU IHN'NF.R. ;
« rn*ilit ot ihe «lpi-0«ytion 01 the hall belongs to Mr

.1 I, l*ro<-o«t *n<i tho ftmpivvi jof th" inetitutloB Shortly
ui< r twelve o " k, dinner l(I v n reported ready,the oMi«rs niitiitw in «ho h tbre- hundred men. among

w in.m weri> torty "i ntty n.ior.e vaterau*, marched in mi
rcuirir ordoi I" thn tNiiq.K-t hall and. opening to the
null! <nd l"lt. Ul-il upon either Mdo of Up tables and
look their seat* «tt*r thp mom aupr%ved order of disci-
fill ri' a band r ho h v*x» i i ittendan«« diaro irsin* «¦*

i pliant inmi It required nut a hatd? aurvny of the
i-ahl" « to atr-fy lt'< veterius that lliey Would noon be

. otue mastc-v or 'hi- .-.Ituatioo, that the hnnt.tirorke
;ieioro thttn, liion^h fortuid^bie »» they were nuiuertxir.wolld Ktoti tie rairied at lbs point of the fort; aa tbev*11 felt that with good appotite* and pnrievnranre their
aciuhtlMton con '<1 be -f iimpa'^td. The table* may b#
truly aid to have groaned bnoeath the wolytit of tlio

i In* Muaa dinner. There wore no leaa thati -teven hun-
ired | ouaJa of tnrkev aluue. while gaeae, ruant beer aa«t
other fowl and il -th, with Cm thousand lucompanlmente
and condiments 'f every «'ci orlptlcn.were net out in (crmra-
fwi vrofuelon hei.ire tin- boy*-, not to *peak of mince and
other idee, together with pyramids of roey apptae, nuts
au akes, that mirr*u«n^l the fcsllre botrd at atiort l»>

tervals It is needless to say that a hearty meal was en¬

joyed, at the conclusion of which Mr Thomas Strong, tho
chaplain attuchod to the Soldiers' Depot, made u short
und appropriate uddre-s to the men. reminding them of
the grutitude wbieh they should reel for tho special
Utalig thoy enjoy In Mng spared to witness an bright
and glorious a return of this holy season, with peace uud
union again existing throughout the land, and advisiug
theiu bow to become good citizens, and thus to retain
the proud laurel which as soldiers they bad won. With
three hearty choirs for Governor iVutoti and three more
for tho ladies to whom they wore Indebted for tho en-
tertaininent, and who in person presided at the banquet,
the soldiers dispersed, and all wero mutually sati.-.lied
that they bid had at least the major portion of a merry
Christmas.a good dinnor.

THE DAY AMONG THE CHILDREN.
The HUlo recipients of our citizen's bounty were by

no means among those who fared worst yesterday. Each
cbariUblo institution had Its Christmas tree, with fruits
and toys, to gladden the hearts of the tiny Inmate*. The
ceremonies at the

FIVE POINTS HOUSE OF INDU8TKT
were unusually interesting. Tho exercises commenced

eleven o'clock, and comprised songs, spoeches, muslo
and calisthenics. Addresses wore made by Rlcbard J.
Thome, Esq., Rev. Henry G. Ludlow, Rov. Mr. Chldlau,
of Ohio; Mr. HAlllday, Superintendent, and other gen¬
tlemen, wbioh were listened to with marked attention.
At one o'clock several hundred children assembled
around a board laden with delicacies, provided, as usual,
by the congregation of the Church of tho Ascension,
subsequent to which the laddies and lasses gathered about

a magnificent Christmas tree, and received presents of
every variety and value. A number of the visitors wit¬
nessed the proceedings, and liberal contributions to the
support of the institution added to the good feeling
prevalent upon the occasion.

UNION HOME SCHOOL.
A dinner was provided by the managers of this institu¬

tion for tho widows and orphans of our volunteers. The
Homo presented a very animated and Interesting appear¬
ance; the schoolroom "and (lining rooms were tastefully
dressed with the Stars and StrlpcR and evergreens and
other insignia suitable for tho occasion; the chlldron
went through thoir exercises with credit to themselves
and their teachers; tho dinner provided was one of *

mo-t substantial kind; the decorum and deportment of
the children was excellent: the parlor was tastefully
dressed with evergreens, and two largo Christmas trees,
well tilled, and the children enjoyed themselves with an

Intensity ol delight &ldVBl TUsifi tfGCS It
number of distinguished guests present during the day,
ami addresses were made by Hon. Charles P. Daly, Gen¬
erals Wotmore and Parks, and others.

newsboys' lodging house.
At this institution there were no exercises throughout

tho day, but at seven o'clock in tho evening nearly two
hundred red-cheekod boys partook of a sumptuous repast
furnished by the Children's Aid Society and freo will
offerings of tho public. The banquet was enlivened by
extempore speeches uud songs by tho inmates of the
house, whilo thft cftajf Was occupied by Mr. Charles
O'Unmor, tho superintendent, who received the good
wisiics merited congratulations of the boy* tug
visitors.

GIRLS1 LODGING HOUSE.
The inmates of this establishment, who propose to give

a grand anniversary entertainment to their friends on
the 11th proximo, thought proper to dofcr their festive
gathering until that date. Tho advent of Morry Christ¬
mas was welcomed, however, by a grand gathering
arounil an impr.'. iauU < hristmas tree and u general dis¬
tribution of fruit aud candles to the bright-eyed little
lodgers.

TIIR I VDt'STKl AL SCHOOL®
throughout tho city postponed their festivals until tho
annlver-ary of tho respective establishments. There arc
no less than thirteen of the* institutions in New York,
the majority o.' which are to hold their jubilees early In
January.

HOWARD MISSION.
The celebration of Christmas at the Howard MiUfclott

was n ceremony ol' much intorest. Tho children to tho
number ol e<?lit hundred males and fem.iles were
pr sent, and many trienils of the institution. Tho exer
ci-es commenced at ten o'clock and continued till four,
two houj-.from twelve till two lielng occupied for din¬
ner. The exercises consisted of anthems, glees, *>ngs
and hymns sunt; by tho children in chorus, and 'hort
speeches by several friends of the institution. Thoro
were many subscriptions handed in to aid the society,
and some new subscribers recorded their nilMI There
was a gtnd.somc aspect about the children, uud all present
wore much pleased with the manner in which tlio pro
gramme of the day was carried out. l/ie number ol'
children received at the institution last year was one
thousand five hundred and forty-throe, und tho number
maintained or agisted at present is six hundred and
sixty-four. The attendance at the Ifcbliath. School is
about six hundred.

CHRISTMAS AMONG THE UfcBMANn.
Millions of people annually celebrate Christmas lu vari¬

ous ways, not only In this country, but In England ana

Germany; also in Denmark, 8weden, Norway, Holland,
Belgium, and lu partd of Russia, Poland and Hungary.
Many acem to think that thla festival i- altogether of '

Christian origin; but this i* an error. The festival U' of
heathen origin, and has been adopted sud trim-formed
into a CUrlbtiau festival by tlio Church. Our heathen
ancestors bad, like moot of the old nations. a natural
religion; and it hn^ been s-hown of late thai tin- ancient
German* bad, with the ancient Hindoo*. the l'ornoiw
the Greeks and Rotnuiu, not only the s«tme might, but the
ame customs and the autne religion and langnuKo, their

jiod-i were not the creators of tbo urn .cm-, but -prunr
irom one mysterious being."Allvatei" (the Father <>1

All) in Germau, "Oram" In annsmt, ''Ura" iu
Persian, ami "I'lanu.s ln ancient Gretce. rhc higheat
of the gods of the ancient Germans was V'elen (Wuotan.
Odin, 4c.!, aud bis goddess was named friln (Fro,
Frigga, ic.). Tn honor of the^e .<j1« tl.ey ' e'ebratod.
dunug twelve days and nlirhw. th lion 'Inn j ilcfOrt.
which is an occasion of great y<v nr the o.-shippers nl

Woden, bnt a tenor for their .-n»vm«s, and also lor the
unclean anu la /.?.
The Christian OhrUitna*. which i« to , otuuieiuorate the

birthday of Christ, was flrM celebrated iu the inun.li
century, and the heathen VaWw ««» trm-formed into
the Christian Cliri^tma-. Woden vmw antv'titnleri for
fhri't'tia*. Berelifa (or i'refcii ¦»« »uh ttf'if<«i for
the Holy VirKiu, and Ktv ST ftuprccbt *». ma<ie ""mit-i
CI; at. The coflamett n vo*ue aiming lii- ln-mh«u
ana* at the celebration of tlieir T 'it«le«r *'". i .ntumurt

the Chr tlaw, and all thw «lr«»li trmtwf and n tum
wnlch are In «offiio on C'bri«inm^ at th» |..e-»Bi ,rr

of heathen origin.
TMJI OKMMAXIC <*?.! tBKtiiOV

Mi»i extensile |mprn>' ons bad be^u made t»j» out
Teutonic fello-A ' 'tlTfr* fin the eel-Oration of > hrMinu*
.re, which i jreaerslly ob^rved with gre»i «¦«¦&»/
in every hixi-et.tild by tU» ilPuntnsl ion of the
GlirMmas tree ami the <M«trltnitlou of holxl*} gilts: and
tbi« |> >rtion of tU» oel«»hrailon i- >lwav ^ "n "Imi «>f
great happiuexx, t.nd «rrve* a> < reunion nf llm friend*
and i -i-itive- 01 tsnr.lle*. Hot Chr 'ttaa< eve ».. ipolled

in coiifci*qu«nc«" ot t|i» lncleni»h<v of '!>.. weather on Holi¬
day. and the pr -jufatlun* in mna.r ti un"." had been n
vain fhe muvc»i reunion- had lo h.- dt-ipcn«ert with,
inasmuch a- the *;* Cell on -unday Vet in many a
household the l<*-liv»l n- ..lebr.ird i» bi-st il could la¬
under the ciirumct.itii*« and hi .. prlrat" and fjidei man-
ner. Tnc puhlio fiUcr «>t MmifMiieiit were, of ittiir^e,
not fr«-n" Vf-tentay the weather wan favorable,
aud th" dav \\a< thcie ore (.'^¦..-vctl »ni"n/ the Gerrriaii' in
tin* cm a- a gen»ral hot dav and m * Ix-oominK manner.

lu St Matt hen a iiwuiu I.u'beran church lu WnlVer
dreet, and In all other ticrman churches the u«ual
< hrirtm ¦- ecrv e- ».-re held >nd iiltb'iu;h the C<tni'.»n
in tlnn city are. or the mmorlty nf thorn, no' much of a

church giilng |Miopia, all tbew? pl»cp;. wen* well aitendud,
!-. usually the r <- on ,fhri-tm»ii and otii-r nriocipai
holldav None ' he l< ». were all public pi
ment frequented- tiecially the theatre, where t .roper-
fonnauce« were giv.-ii during tho day

At fhe Atlantu tiaulen a gr.iinl (nn< en w* irtven in
the ulternoon be :>n orchestra of«ome tweuly mi'nlcUina,
and quite a rich programme wa prewtited In the
evening a -one- of i<oj|- >ud na wbl' had t>"'n ' 'ranged.

THK AKIONS.
Tlr Arion Vocal foidety, apromlm ut uiuoica) asaocjp

tion, which compriHea rn'iuiy metnlxiM nf acknowledged
vocal and musical talent, I.ad n < hrl-tina" celebcatlon ar¬
ranged in.- 1 iiiKh' at tin irermania An-ciibly Kootns.
which, like all th< lestivHlen arranged by Uic Arion, mus

quite a consnlcuoo .flair. Thungh iW< tnemhera do not
negtect the iTiUi\ itlon of mn«lc and -*ong till? society Is
more a humnri<d|c orvtnxHt'on than mvihlnK else, and
the celebration l*-i night tioro u« ti-usl a burlesque char-
acter. In the tlr.«t plain* a distribution of hoi id; y gifta
took place, whli:h wero drawn by lot. The
niftx were contributed by the meinb i- of the
«h lety, about three hundred au<! * ^ft> in nuin
ber. Beside:- these a uiiuiIki of valuable gifts
had been contributed by private peiRMH, which were
distributed, and a preseMitiou to the ader of ihe
chorus, Mr. llartinmiti, t<Kik plwea. Alur the distrlbu*
tlon of these prizes or -rirts, a Imuquct took place, where

a full orchestra was in attendance, dlecooi dug at inter*
v^ls favorite natlotMl airs. I he banquet hall was deco¬
rated with droll and burlesque figure--, .aid with a variety
of llags and bannerr In the rear of the ballroom, where
the gilt or prize distribution took place, stood a hugi
Christmas tree, which war lighted when the distribution
bevan Some foui bundivd oeisons, ladies and gentle
men, were present *t the banquet, 'xbich had been
raiued under thn dir"' t. on of Me,41.-. Klag^, H'iei Veil
and HundL Durluj the evening a 'eirl«»q.ie perform¬
ance i(s>k place. hnmorisi'iC aU lrc .. wer d'llvered
liy several uieinbfr and » new humorlstlc si'np wns

suns The Arlon f'hrMtmax, on if.«.xhnle, wa.<q";ie a

droll affair.
THE l.thDRMn AMT.

The metnl>er» ot the I-led'Tkran* Society atsemblei] at
l.le<lerkranr. null, n Kourtn strcnt, |j«t night, whete a

fnuslrnl eriier'ainnieni. had l»een arrange, under the
I recfion of X'r. l'-> ir ^nn of the ni nihers <1 the
society ji"rfeint"d aemug others two jsipular chonii-
aonjs of Abt and Mehtri'dt, two pisoo mlos, a solo
M the fin to and two soprano solee. The mer'

cal exercises were of a selo.-t character. At tho 1
conclusion the members engaged In a dunce. l'l»ai>jIMerkrui itaben al i entitiM IhuiMmhmM
mil the male and female chorus {(JemurhUr Cher) num¬
bers about oii» hundred and liiirty.

schw AKuiPi Jir.R HAKNi.'Kiuirsi).
Tin* MH-toty ks a lliiivuq, mutual organ suit ion, ihe

members of which are prin cipally composed of natlvei
ol' £uavm, who lust ulyht celebrated the anniversary of
the birth lay of the SavioUV and the old Y(liefest by a
musical entertainment at their li adquartcrs at Clinton
Hall, in Clinton street. The rooms Of the .society wero
tastefully de irated with, various emblems and devices,
and a series of pictures, with the portraits of the
members of the aa*oel»lion, were on exhibitluii.
TUo fentiv itUjrf were of a rather varied character. Na¬
tional souks and (m>< nit! of Srh'.tler and Goethe were ren¬
dered with Kr«r.t -ucccv, and a «> ri«s of dramatic dis¬
course* tool, plu'e. Mr. Nagfl, Jr., sang Ke rne's sourf
entitled Da» tir.to'rtr Clu-c.'., in u very acceptable man¬
ner. Several oho; ises were mini? by the ineuiberu of the
society, and the Christmas fo- ival ol tlic jolly natives
of Schwabenlaud was quite a successful aflWir. The fes-
ti\ ities were coucltidud by a ball, which was continued
until quite a late hour. |Th«8cl>.waebelscher SaenKorbundhasbeen in existence some four years and number- about
onu hundred member*.

TIIK HOt.'iKTV MEl.OMANHH.
This ts a German vocal society, which numbers about

one hundrM nlugN*, who celebrated the anniversary of
Christ's birthday last nisht at their headquarters, No. lTtf
Third street, and the proceedings were, as usual, wanid
up by a ball.

A SCHOOL FESTIVAL.
The Huuday school ol" the Social and Moral Educational

Society (>'.. uit- vnd littlichr lirhinngn-Grtrlltchafl)assembled last night at the (Social Reform Hall,in Grand street, where the pupils were proper¬ly entertained by a distribution of Christmas
gifts. The Dire, tor of the school, Professor Fustcr, dc.
livered an address appropriate to the occasion. The
school number, about one hundred pupils, and Is a \ery
duserviOK in<"uuitJ«ii. The festivities were wound np by
u ball.

TIIK TKI'TOSIA.
Tin Teutouia Macnuerchor, one of the foremost

Gorman musical associations, held a grand o,mturn at
Mr. Grosch's tocc.lr in Broome street, when* they eu#iuiedin a series of hnrlesqe proc lln^S bitch uj are called
commtn. A sfneK of chorus songs were rendered by the
members in uii ertlcletit manner, aud the greatest hilarity
prevailed until quite a iaie hour As usual
at n coukithfr*, an immense amount of Ixjcr was
consumed.

THIS PARK YESTERDAY.
I Altl'R CHOWns KNMOYINO THKMtfETiTM.

Yesterday being tbe^festival of Christmaw vast Hum .

bcrs of the nti*. -n., proceeded to Ibe Park for the por
pose of enjoying thoin elves la thai healthful and at¬
tractive locality. The snow which had fallen early on

¦Suuiluy disappeared rapidly In th" course of the aflor-
noon under torrent# of rain that did not ceaue until
an advanced hour on fiundr.y evening. Fortunately for
those lio e 9vocations do not |i«rtnit tbetu to have many
holiday-- Chxistniap morning not iu bright ami lieiiutlful.
The air wan mibl, there wa> but little wind, not ft cloud
obscured the V>iyo ^Isy, and ttio euu shone out with all the
brilliancy of a July 'lav It was, iuileod such weather
as odi- mm' hi always glad to associate
with the approach of the. great Chri.<tiun lot
livid. Had it boon otherwise had the day been
cold aiel I leak- had the clouds hung be»\ ily over the
rity had the thunder roared, the lightning (lathed and
tin) rain storm deluded the fields aud Uio *¦ ulks, the en

thusium ol tht puople would have been damped, mid
the anuvi rt4rj, which is so much honored iu ull quar¬
tets of lie, world, wight have passed over here without
many of thvw telebraliooe and festivities that fix It so
flrm'v in th' minds and heart- of Christians. Out wo

worn i- jieeiaUy favored; yesterday with more than (lite
weuthor for this t uton. Though the streets were uot
thoroughly dry after the. excessive drenching they re¬

ceived on the ptev iou day, Ui« slop aud Kludge hud al
most entirely disappeared, and it wss not at all di- agreea¬
ble t<> take a ttroll through Jtiomlwuy and the other
prin« i]ial thoiiujj>hl.mv, which were lomprunlively froe
from mire. It wm not in tin- eitj, howovar, that con¬
siderable numbers of persons had decided upou -imohint
themselves. The morning looked promising that they
determined to make uii excursion parties to the Park,
and >u the afternoon the roads and street* leading thereto
were crowded with vehicles of every klud, .Mid It. is, pro¬
bably. a long iQi sine* so many conveyances have been
seen together ill thai par: of th* city. Carriages, equ'p-
|ied with much taste aud in the most cosily manner
rolled up to the entrance* at every moment from two till
four o'clock, afrlat vtw l.au-r h«nr so numeroa* *r^re
the arrivals of ceachoi, aud mi rapidly did they follow In
succession, that they presented the appearance of a pub¬
lic procesalon. Their occupants were wrapped up m
greai coats and fur ruga; but If .>ne were to judge by tlio
brightness of the sunshine and the clearness of the sky
he would ¦.»} tiiure was but little necessity for these
precautions. It waf p*rple\mg to imagine where
alt the veh.eleo eatne IroDv; how many livery sla-
bios . would liavo accommodated tlie horses;
how many sheds would have been taken up
Iu proteeiiiitf the carriage- from the artiou ol' the
weather. Our reporter had the curiosity to count the
nnnilier of conveyances of all kind/ thai passed a given
point in four udnut*-*. and he ascertained that. nifHess
than thirty went by in thai space of lime. Here and
there oceiirtedlitlle "sensation*." arising from eo.ichec
kno< klu;, I'.jinst 1) other, but the-** "sensations" were
soon over. Tin driv ers got. eicar oi each other and went
on thru way rejoicing. !*.iiii« of them drove at a rapid
ntt«T others drove lazily, bringing to the mind of the
spectator a reflection of a .¦.ipltal woo 1 cut that ap¬
peared some years ago in a buuiorous publication. which
dew i iiMkl a c >acb ascending * hill witii many paa-'enger*,
ih". horses apparently died tired, and underneath
printed llie words "Drawing loK" "Lots" were
certainly "dtawu" In the Park yesterday, but
thejx were drawn, not by men, hot by horses. Tlie
whole affair we » a grand turn out. It was one one of
those spedaclee (hat give s espital idea of the wealth,
independence and power of i he eountry. The numlier of
.persons oti tool ulii> nhi'ted in 'he pleasure of the scene
was Van < 'onsideiable. They frequently stopped to take
a look »t u "Ti*i trotter'' as he dashed away down the
e; ive at. a pace of uine utiles an hour. This was "going

! It prettyMM ' bM it is aothta* unusual in the l'srk,
«h4re the l.e ihtios lor comfortable driving are so mi¬
ne lOtta. It I" no exaggeration lo say that the display
of vesterday was one of (lie most attractive
ei.d iutei'ftiiig l hut has taken place in the Park for
y. .ox fha hob, i oslly .and* gorgeous >lres.scs of the
lieiir* tht- fine, manly apiiearance of the men, who wore
evervlhiug ibai weattii oeuUl procure or fsahiOB suggest;
tins .eali.oh- o| Me- i^tirtages, winch were polished and

¦ leia »>' a ifw pin; the general hilarity and flheertulaess
that pr» \ ailed.nil th^** made tba scene aad the occa¬
sion well woitb looking at and lemembering. But It is
iu»>. ou tho aoi'ogni alone tliut II should lie recollected.
Tlio uanJy merh-n.c~ and laborers, wiio constitute a large
I'ortsm oi itHi ita'ion'e Mrength, niustered in form, and

. h»y, tike their wealthy brethren, entered with spirit
iu.oaU lie detlglitfal eA.lnyments ol the day. It Is
giatlfvim to iiDisr that they. too. have a place whore,
when leifii .. petinil-. ih«y e m spead it to the bfueflt of
their b'-aith, which i» certain to be improved by active
eseii iM? m the *i>en air. Tlie ears runnuu to the Park-

I were loaded a* lull as they possibly could be with iwen
, ge.r, ainoug whom were severs! children who showed

with de.iglit tbu presents ihey had liesn m ule of Chrl-4
ta»» toys. ih< y talktsl ol these things With a zest that

uinst sjfr' .'i .I" hi wiines*, and as they got out of the
cars and lnu> the Park they ran .ihout Alt h an animation
that gttvo evidence of th<'ir future liveliness and ac¬
tivity. Il i« h«rdly neeeaary lo add that, tboro was no
okatlng. The ice had begnn to thaw under the action of
the sun. It will require lour or live days hard frost be-
tote the l ike and porels are in « lit condition to enable
«-ktiti>r< to indulge in iheir favorite amu~"raent.

SANTA CI- A US.
a IIO BK IS aNP WHAT UK tin ON I'll Klnl MAS n\ Y.

«JtkASI> ItAl.L IN III" HONOR.
Titere I" s vsst deal of romsuce about childhood in-

it-ed, it. Is the mist rotnantio period of human Mfo. All
lagls'l-ome Innocence. Tliere i" nothing of trouble or
cure to hiiM-h the mile or plough furrows In the brow.
Thing are but as 'hny stun, and all i« brightly tinted;
but tiK> oi'teu docs the iiaud of Old Time premsturely
draw i ide tlie rt« -e^ul< red curtain which con<"oals the
future, only to dlwlose life as it is, with all It* hard and
stern realities. Iu ieldhood's days fairies laughingly
flit along life lulhway, strewing it with flowers,
and in fv elves peep out an nit aud smilo. It
is s wondrou." Iieriisl. Children are credulous
Innocents, ind believe 'Terything. The most ae

tonlshlng .stories are n late<t to them, and the strangeel
oeeurieiices reeordmi. What cblkl would dare to doubt
that s certain brave fellow, ehrlsicned Jsek, climbed up

a beao -stidk intofairr land, and Uiu* Immortalized him¬
self Or who amoni' 'hem ever questioned the prowes-:
of another Jink, sumitmed the .¦Oiant Killer,"' In his
conihals with lha " V*e faW funis ." Vol one of tlieni,
the oil* nee would tie unpardonable, even In a child. Cin¬
derella and her adventure* are " facts" in the nnrsery,
and all children bell> ve her fsiry nsl mother did actuslly
Hailstorm the pumpkin, mice and rats mlo the gorgeous
eisfh and four, *!th It eosehmm snd powdered foot-
nun Th" tesrful tragedy of ' Red It.dlng Hood"
i» listened lo wpit a'teatloti aud should any child of
an< lent or modern (im".< even inkitiusin concerning the
rroh .'de acotjracy of evety f.srti ular th* attempt would
be looked opon as a nase of iveetl» delleT sencv of ti e

mo'i h -rdened de-" rij Vn -.'i Is 't'a won lrous per:</'i
t;«atil strut, abo'tt and drarfs ars e» sryviiere. It n »

nerod of poe'ry. The .meg' nation, iintraminsllad bv
the ley^em lea.nfld in Cue Wo'' I, I'vripeded hy cor.'"i
tit'sal laws or iogl<al s'tinhllag wjo kt, roves 'aney !ree
o'er irieod snd dsN, wlicre emtley* at; n font* distoii
tlism?»lres ree^ mv |id fa'rv r'.- «.!. Jv .». »

of anything is to create it, and once created it
deties destruction till childhood's days are gone. Lord
Macau lay, in bin essay on '-Milton," looks upon civilisa
tiun as the greatest antagonist to poetry, and certainly
opposed to a proper appreciation of the merits of true
poetry. He atsertt childhood to be the only timo when
the imagination ban full and undivided range, and that
ati we unlearn what the world bas taught us and become
more like to children, &o are wo more pooti&ai. go is it

a poetical period. Deprive a child of ita fairies, bcUgob-
lius and "Boomuns," and where is it? Take it from this
world of romance, in which it revtiia ao royally,
and you rnako it crabhod and oldfaahioneJ. ito-
munoe is their atmosphere, aud imagery is uoce.vAry
to their existence. Among nil the beings ju fairyland
none is so popular with children a." Santa Claus.thai
Asmodcus who so beneficently shower* hi* gifts upon
th«m, or rather iuto their stocking!'. He of ull i the
most loved.

WHO I!K is.
As to the identity of Santa Claus there is much of dis¬

agreement. Some sav lie In a Uormau, others a Hu^-ian
sniut, and Sweden lays claim to hiiu as its exclusive (nop-
erty. Iu all cotiulries thorn are saiuts of this kind liav.
in* a munificent reputation. Scandinavian mythologyassorts blm to be the god Woden,who,with his wile Htilu i.
scattered tho fruit.s of tbe harvest. In Sweden aud Norway
tbe festival is looked upon as an important one, and
is celebrated with much pomp aud ceremony. lu Ire-
land u legend of O'Doaoffbue of tho Lakes goes to prove
blm tho real .-imon 1'iire. lie this ah It may, tho most
probable surmise and tho Most generally reec tved is ibat
Simla Claus is but a corruption "1 St. Nicholas, born it
I'atrua, in Lyela, Asia Miuii, about the year A. D. 34'2.
This saint it much revered in the lloman mid <«r<i.k
churches and the day assigned for his birth is December
6 His extreme love of children and childliko Innocence
Is said in have given rise to tho popular KU a of his Christ¬
ina* visits to the young folks. He is said to have been
Archbishop of Myiu. in v«iu Miuor. and to have been un¬
usually revered tor his lervor and devotion in the cause of
Christianity. Tho Hermans, owev. r, won't a;;ruo to
this acconut, »nd the old inhabitants of Now Yo'-k, th<n
New Amsterdam, claimed him as the CK.r 's I'atton -:<iut;
so he has good reason for iioiug beaPHceat to us.

His Fit r. A IfR ON (Ili:lsTM*S KVK.
Ii: many u household over the world Santa ClaM has

proved himself a cau.se of much happine and nowhere
more so than on our own continent, nurt nover 'v»s
that generous Saint so Invl'-h of his gifts a ou last
Christmas Eve. In perfect confidence lii . uierry lnl-
dien hung up their stockings, with gaping mouths
ready to dovoar up the Snint's gift* vvheu ho
came. In pleasurable anticipation they slept tie .sleep
of innocence, and dreamed that ho had looked on
them and smiled, filling tho tiny stockings to the 'op
witli his choicest gills. And then they awake and
eagerly biu>len u> see if iheir dreams ho verified, and,
surely uuougti, flockings overflow with. pr< ent-. A
Lf.iiby luWW, ratable to trot In'o th . narrow upi mng,
.toads upon tin: Hoor, A hgx of evl'dior? nils the upper
part, a doll the lower, nod in the toe a large packet of
the choc eat candies, oh, how Banla < uis is hle-ed and
praisodl llov. happy he ought to feel givjng -o much
pleasure to others Who would dr>re t>> undeceive them,
if, iudeed, there be any dwelt In ihe mattery What
lather or mother wonlitliave the hardlhcodlo presedt
himself or herself as tho veritafela doaor of tho-c- gifts
the genuine Santa Clans. To do so wo- hi he nn outrage
upon a lime honored eh'narter. 1. ' the Katut have all
the credit, Mysteiy delights childhood, and to unseat
so popular a personafe in tbe ulfectlons of the young
folks would tie a blow to their feelings not to bo re-
Ooverod ftom. Though ihey have outgrown the dayn
of bellof in anoh childish matters, yet the place oi
the Santa Claus of days gone by 1-- tilled by the father,
tho brother or the lover, and if (he lu-t what joy djos it
tiring to the blushing maiden! As a nation, the Saint on
the preceding hnstmas pi ;ented us wii.ii Sar^anah ; this
yea." he giv una restored I uieu, au tin*" dncd flag, an
unvioiaud c..notit'ilion. All these has he given us, and
we ri joice over tho gifts aud say "'Long live Santa
Claus."

the Santa ci.aks association.
This Association, which has been in existence for llie

past ten years. and numbers among its members some of
our 1110*1 reaportable Utluu. gave last evcuinn thc-ir
eleveatlvaonual soiree. It la usual with tU«m to liavo
their haii un Christinas Eve, when at mlduight LhO Saint
irekeshi appearance amongst, thoai, but as (!iri<ttnu:i
Bve this year fell ou Sunday, li'S Saintdiip was

requested to defer hia vitit for twenty-four hours, to
which ri quest b" gntciously a.wntod. The Imil was held
at .lone:,' A-wjmlily Poom-', and nnmeroualy and
fashionably attended. At ten o'clock tho op«'iilng quad¬
rille was performed, uud :;ay avalie.i., with fair maidens
iieadeU a measure logftber. 'fli" ur< amy wall/., impiring
polka, and rattling gamp followed n quick succession. Nor
wort- the. laid hut ever welcome "lancers" or tho gracetul
sclioiti- che absent. All were tygercd into with spirit.
Old and young tripped it in honor of old Jauta ClaWH
As the hour of and night approached, con. iderabU *x-
citement pervaded the room. Would Hanta Claus
oouie or would bo disappoint!' ffo^tloua of
ire.pient rc'CUiTeUcv SSpeclatiOO WIW ou tiptoe,
ail eyes were fixed apon the iloor of the ball
room, when, after a few moments in there
tripped the hearty ^aint, ami .. shout of delight mtir
hearty than fasiilonablo rosouuded through tho room.
The Walnt is h low ilzed man. with gr:. v hair and a large
v.-hite beard, whicb almost covers his entire face; not
no much, however, as to prevent all from seeing a pair of
bright, merry looking eyes, and a nose jolly red.
In his mouth was stuck a large pipe at which he pulled
heartily. His boota were buckskin, and of large propor¬
tions; his panLs were of a fawn color, with a blue stripe.

A vest of scarlet, with largo brK-s button encircled a

truly aldcrroanic paunch. A coat of dark brown, over
which was thrown an ample cloak of scarlet and gold,
completed his attire. He wa> laden dowu with toys.
they hung from his arms, round his neck, his wai.-t,
and hir- l*ck was heavily freighted. Round the room he
tripped good humoredly, chuckling to himself as he dis¬
tributed hia stock In trade to all. The children roared
with delight, and Indeed the elder persons present be¬
came children again at the sight of their old friend. His
. lore of pretests seemed eilmustieas, but bun
dreds pre«ced around, and fairly tired out,
Pint* Clans vanished. Not in n "red blare" of
blue lightning" did ho di-appear, but the way he en-
tered.through the door. Some persons were so bed as
to say he WII> not a saint, nor even a fairy, but a certain
Mr. Warner, a member of the club. The Idea was

properlv aoouted. The young folks knew better than
that. Then foirowed suppur, and ihen again coinmeneed
the dauee; and again young nnd old tripped :t. till lair
Anroia looked in upon the hnppv parly and put thorn
to flight. .

The entire aflatr Was excellently managed under the
direction of Messrs. Utoul, Starin, Gary, Finch, Sloal,
Jone', 4e

Santa Hans will come no more till Christmas Kve of
1M6; Ihen doubtless he will avain visit our honiea and
families epresding good humor and happiness as he pfo-
coods. and leaving pleasirftible rim'mbrau'e* behind
him.

THB DAY IN BROOKLYN.
t'brirftiua* 0*y <*¦» observed to Brooklyn wttb all due

ruHpeci, unci eeemed perfectly enjeynble to aJL The
weather «u All that could bo desired. The ferry best*
.n't ran were crowded throughout the day, oarrying
happy and * at 11 i t> k lace*} the places of amuaement wore

well patront/eti ; the youngster' blew their (lab horn*
vociferously and discordantly; the Kpiacopal and Cathol/:
churches had very line <'hrl*tm*-< eerrtcee; manvSeb-
hath school* hail interesting festivals, and the day may
be said to have paused on quietly and harmoniou.-Jy.
HAND!* STBI5KT M. B. KXDAY PCUOOt. Mt.«TI VAT..
The seventeenth rai««ionary fe.-ttlrid of the Pand* J'ireel

M £. Church Sunday w hool took place yesterday
(Christmas!. and we* a Wry grind atTair. The ceremonies
commenced at a quarter to eleven o'clock A. M , at
which time tho church wa« crowded to tt* utmost cupaci
ty. The body of th'' chutvh v.** occupied by the children
and the salleriex aaalgMd to adults. The churrh was

appropriately decorated. Behind the pulpit was orna

mnnted by two American flat;-* and in froni by ;» large
ruutlc flower stand, tilled with nntur.iJ llowen.
Among the distinguished petsonag'- pre-ent were

Hi- hop Janet, Rev Mr. Tlildreth Rev. R'. Durl>in, Rev.
Mr Fletcher, the pastor of the church. au<l Hon. Mosc*

F. Odell, the Baponntendeat of the school. The cl.i- -**
wore each represented by vari colored txiun r- hav-
in", tfcelr name* on them, anions which were "The
»i nbeAtn," "Ministering Children." "Htarw of the
1 ul'tn," Wa>>id" FloefWa, "MpriBg Iii"- 'Hn§,
iHiv flanU.'' "(.olden Sheaf." Busy Bee*,''

"Hope." "liise Bttdr, " "Casket ol Jewel*,'1 "Little
Branch' "Little l»il«r;inn," "Mu-tard Beeda,"
"Gleanc f.

" Field Flow rs," Ray I of Light, '' "I.llles
of the Vali'iy, "l,nml>« <.H the Klock." he. Mr. S. U. F.
OJull, Assistant Superintendent. directed the oxerclees,
inconvenience of the late illne. of his brother, the tfu

Eerinu ii. lent. The oxcrciws < oramouccd by singlug the
jrmn-- ,

Pralte the liOt 'I onee l Anil lowly,
Ortevrd. aflBsted aiel betmyed;lllin, the nlith, the pure, Ihelioly,
In the world Ilia iiaimt had ma'ie.

Hiliop Jsne« then made .< lie tulirul and appropriate
prayer. Till* wa* inllowed by a hymn by the infant
cIm«s, commencing:.

We are enming. blesae I Hunoor.
The iitor ono* '¦ang with unusual vigor *"d harmony,
and their effort -, were warmly appreciated by thoeo pre
went. Tlin ceremony of taking np the eke* donation*
for the mlMkmary fund was then prvtceeded with. A <

each rla>»< way called n represent itlvc w >uld g«t up to the
allai and jjlve in their xnbierlptlon*, when the amount
would h announced Thi* wa« done until all the clMte<
were called, wli' n the aggregate sum of two thousand

mi htindrea anfTfclurteen dollar* was collected To tlii*
amount Mr. John T M.irtln added the bnndmtne dona
tien of one tlitmauud dollar* The Sujietlnten lent 'hen
celled a li i of name >o< v>m.- tvemy young men conneM*!
with the sohaol, who during the lat* reholllop ynliin
ieere«i tba r servi. < in-1 eniored iii» Armies in the Deld
p . oolc «t Hie hardabips oi eAntp life, and I'M returned
tt re»"me (he r ph .* in civil life t« fjch nan .. wa>
cal.sd Iney ran, I r a Af«l t j th« *IUi. ehric Ret Mr
Flot.'lier a Idf* ¦.Ulhem h* sel l r,! i.avo »*a fe,j ,«Jt«J by tie v".psi nt*Of'cntscl ih«*
v«b>M'h school to pre<ieat M»ea>y .| yon. on thrtr bobaif.
< Itih'.', u >li >n tod in rec^mtiun <t y ir «erv.<:es to
»our eoueti > , AS An e»jTW.«ion nf y.tl'r ¦ .ort wlst»<tk
wtr ® that yetir r«i .r» \0C* tmi to :n keeping vitb lb*

.f,
teachings or that Bible. It hue given Ul groat satisfafl
tiou iu tti liking that you \.cr« from this .-'ahhatn school;
now rt'Uri.rd back io iu classes and to it* privileges,
teeling .hai during the time of your ab^ nce you havs
shown yju<- attachment for the Sabbath school. II

u tfldrnj iU»t young men an young as yourselvei
havo tli| o|>portunity of going forth ami Joining
tli<> armiw of their rutin try and distinguishing
thumcelvfa in tlghtlng on the side of liberty
and l lit'*. It la Seldom that »uch privilege fall to thd
lot of y<ung men; and we are happy to know that M
tuHiiy hifci) goue from our Sunday school*. from our
churi he im.id all the dangers of cump life, of a soldier' 4
oxperlen< t, retaining their love for Christ, their love fof
(iod's l«w\ thtlr love of freedom and their own self-re¬
spect, toning h,» li again u> join their classes. Wo have
boon happy to hear irom you during tiie tune you bavtj
been abrent and pleased to have the opportunity to wel¬
come you tart It is above all things pleasant t* know
thai you art engaged m ibe Sabbath bchool, and that you
have kept It memory the instruction that has been given
you, all th« principles that have been implanted, tbo
good examples that have been given you, that these have
not entlrelr lost their tntlut-nc over you on the Holds to
which ycu liavo been exposed. There are noma
¦who welt out with you that did not return
we hava :how only in menu>ry. £join>) that went away
in tbe rank* of the army did nut llvo to return. It la
said that the first of tbe veterans from uur school ru
the good James Harrow, Who died in the triumph of tha
faith hi) had got in the Hundav school. It in very gratify¬
ing to js to know that tho'e who left uh, when they caiua
Ui depart thin life, departed in the triumph of tbo faith,
uWcliaiging their duties in the light, npirit and hope of
the lotpel. V ith brother Harrow went also hrothar
Lyon-.n v rr to rettirn. They passed away from tho
earth in the triumphs of tho whole faith. They loved
Christ in tiioir lite time and ho honored them in their
d.tiiK hours. Then there wa.- tho gallant brother Mo
1' terson, who was killed at Fort \Yai;tier. He sent to uh
the testlinouy not only of bis bravery, his fidelity as

a soldier, but tus devotion a.s a soldier of tbe Cross.
Then time i« the gallant brother Gregory, who
fell at Cold Harbor. \V' *1 the surge us placed a
cloth over h - face lb.. ittr might inhale chloro¬
form v.hilo they optsaKJ on hit wounded limb, ho
d- in 1 that the .tli 11 lit ' e removed, and calling tho
f! apij'.u he requested hiT> that it bo (the chaplain)
!»..>>iii<i evct 1 W4-I Mr. Udell, of tho!-auds street Sunday
.- hool, :. t K li r- that he died in tho faith of Jesus;
tli he learned to lev Je« us in the teaching of the super-
iniein'i iu tl a tliu !. i\ iour whom lie loved in health wan
with him when h" pus 1 tl r >ugli the dark Valley. Now,
my) itng biet!.ci>, live wti tio<l; Uiko exampl by .the

< .1 n nee ol thO.M* tha' have pine beloro >'""1 lookingwith fnitli to.le us .mil '(it In the instruction Imparted
to you in the SalihuMi .cIuki! .rid when you cotno to did
may tl.e > lo. / id' t liri t i' 1 ou yo and Hod's solva<
t 11 b yoiir -treii^th itid hop. in that day of trial.

A very appropr te hyitn entitled .'Pcaee/' was Bun^
by Mi l'owlo, jciued in th cuurus by the school, com-
lucuritig
'Tl* tlnlslicd 1 "ti»i ended!
The dread and .1 w full" «k ih t
lllo" WulllliU-.d and tile, line: "ii« eurs to i.lng ihe VIC. IT wen;
tl i' nation la 11 » nn' -our i .u line < are overthrow n.
And iimr, 11 .w cmiim-nri the hrlgluokt era ever known.

riioni
Theii stn-4 hullelu tan chant hoilelu.ah!
ilior.v I - to liod <111
for tie old ti.ii;, woit Uio white Uag, la hanging

in t lie anue -My.
Rev. Mi Hlhlreth then niaile. a happy addren" to th«

child.eu, aftor which iik ¦: li« uyinn, entitled "Jeans in
Mine, \ 'uti^. Kev. dr. 1 1. tcher thou came forward
and in bt lull of the k lu pre. nted M r. Odell with u
hotiil.soiiieru.- ric Uower stand, tilled with tiattirtl (lowers
11 1 vui);rcens. Tiiw nervi'-en, which were tliriughout
hi-.i.ly lUtere ting, Ql *cd wii<i a beuudlctlou by Kev. Dr.
Durbiii.

Ilriehold Nn adjourned to the pflhool rtiom. whero
a I lirihitnas prc-Ajut was gi en to each <jno of tlivm.

THK SII«S»'.IVS' IIINNKK.
The Lii'ookl>n uewsbc < eajorud a fine entertalomen

at Mohut#ue II ill ves'f a>. Several hundred doliarrt
wero Ji:1> c.rlbed by philanthropic gentlemen, and with
this amount .1 tin** dinner w?i* prepared, to which over
one hundred -at down at table, on which wore turkeys,
chieketit , pics and iruit. Tho youugsters ate tbe tiounty
with o n li-li, and they all loi>ko<] thankful, if they did
not yspiw it in words.
XT TUB UXl l'KI) HT kTK* ** * RINK O AKIU«0!«, HltOOI-

LVN NAVV VAKII,
th ilifcn hundred veteraus. representative* of the
¦M|oadroti-< >it Admirals Furnvgut, l'urlernud Dalhgreu,

; and | afttciiiauU- in tie- niftuy 1 aval \ irtorlm of the war,
i pt pre.-eni (juiirtried at the ab..\e garriimn, under com¬

mand nil tyionel William L. Shuitluworth, wero treated
to a tln«i t 'hj-ifciin dinner, e\ery man'.-! aliowauen beiug
two poundti ol ro.i turkey. Vi tiile iliexp gallant fellows
jiavo for the four yearn b<*oti generous in their dls-
po elo!' stmt and thull to our i.-Ik-IIioiik brethren, they
»wru to have lost none of tlx Ir appreciation for our nn-

Tiui.i holidey Tho csei utive olllcer of the post, Captain
iiA. er, was determined that their feart should prove a

itre.ess, sntl gave it his personal supervision. Too much
rtdit cnuot. !).¦ «iv< 11 the otlli eu of tbif post for the ad-
pd'Hblo luauiier in which the aflair pasted off.

TIIK SO NAMU J\ UTA.
Hot thi- least atn-.uig tbe fe,;tK ties of Christmas »M

the c.>rnivjl ol the "No Names," ubieb wxik place last
evening In Cou t rtreet, and 1 llp-ed all their previous
ofl'orte and was Inlly e^ual to some of the uiore proteu-
tiuus ia> nutitjwn ol fiiimcr times.

ODSKK' INf'KS IN WIM.MMHBCRn.
The il.iv 111 tho Kjistcrn dixtrict was generally olwervcd

by all cl.c>« .« of people. No busiDt.is of uuy kind wo>s
trnuntctod. Cc .i.iilcniMo dimppointrnent wan expe¬
rienced l>y tho skater* in conse<|u<:nco of (bo hall belug
down, but tl1i'y nmnug <1 to overcome tholr disappoint¬
ment I'V i Dtci lug into other sports anil pastimes.
The Catholic uuil Kptscopul churi hit attracted largo

crowds throughout the duy, und iho decoration*, tnuno
and exercise* in nil ol iheui surpassed In beauty and
power, ii piistibln, all previous occasions of tin- kind.
At the Church of Saluts Het«*r and I'aul (Komsii i atho-

lic), In Second "tre-.t, two grind scrvleos worn held. At
six o'clock lit the norning a solemn high uia-s was cele¬
brated, ami at bi. .'-pant ten a grand masa On c^ch oc¬
casion the Bev. Hi. MoIiicp uftlciated, r winl by a dea¬
con and sub deacon. Alter the celcbratlon ol the Utter
ma-1 Dr. Malone a».d ..led the pulpit and delivered a utt-
mon ol -tirpas.-ing eioou.i n and power, taking oh his
text, "Keor not: for behulo i hi ^ ,«n good tiding* of
great joy, that .-hull bo to all the people; for thir day Is
born to you a .Saviour, who in Christ the Lord, in tho cttw
of David." T(ie ms>s (which won J.ambelott h I'.vtoral)
wa.- sung by . double choir. The church decorations
were imperii. The grind ullar wop festooned with natu¬
ral aud artitl' i«l flowers, and wa.. lit up with about threo
hundred candle*. I'hc crib of Uotli'ehem wa i phiced in
the Sunday school room and visited by thou j»uds. Dur¬
ing the day it is estimated that live thousand perron*.
I'mt'-.tum as '.tell as Catholic, veiled tiii* church, ana

th- discourse of I»r. MaJgnc, which prin. ipally related to
Hi# progress <»f < liri it.anHy in the Inltcd statea, will not
noon be forgotten bv thneo who beard it.
The Church ol the IMy Trinity (Cerman) in Monlros*

avnur, was densely crowded I'rotn break of day until
late in the afternoon, and thousands thronged the avenue
who were unable to itmu admts-ion. The Rev. Dr. Mai
otllcisted Ht two nervicw. Thin church is probably the
largest m the di tnct, but could not accommodate half
tbo-o who .-ought admission to it.
At St. l'anl 1 Kpif-cuial (free) church, corner of Marry

avenue and Feiin stre«*, services were held as prescribed
lor the day. On We<ne>"lay evening no*t the Sunday
School connected will/ the cli iivh will bold a Christmas
led leal in the ti.bool {ooui
Turner Hull, N'o-\ and 03 M» erole street, waa

1 crowded throughout ttie afternoon and evening with v^
tares ol the drama. This h 'Minn. which haa been used
lor some time past as a i>i jmn theatre, is capable of
seating one thousand pei> ons and the seats were all oc¬

cupied throughout the performance* yert rday. The
pieces rendered comprised Km Sin 'then in ilrr SrhuU
and The Sunday Hunt< r, in the aftern«Kin. In the even-

nmg /> '« AVi1 df i Hituthmk'r (the feast of tho workiug-
men) and Itrr (the love drink) were played
botore an enthu ia.-iic andjei.ee.

JhH-KY CITY.
H D.N lli lit Mk'-i 4M» FKRVICKf 4T ST. riTtll'l

. Ilt'Ki'H.
I.'inp befor the midnight hour, which eighteen hon-

dri'd >i or im urhcred in the birth of the babe of Hcth-
It'hriu. tb' i4<1 Church «f SI P« ter. on Urand street, Jer¬
sey Cltv wm thronged to etc Tho immediate vicin¬
ity of the ehe ' ti wiu also crowded with persons who
had been un.(Me (o gain admiaei it.. The vocal part of
the rerimmutc *v ..f the most attractive order, coin-
prism. Mo/.'irt Twelfth M i'a aud unlhutnH up|>ropriate
tor tin iHy Tli» n.a mvp luirmoiiv of the former wan
ex tnitiid In a lil«hly cri ditable tuauuer. Iho following
well known nriwt , comprr.od the choir:. Mr*. Spark t.
oiyanl*!; Mesdenioi «dle* Hotton, il'Hrien, Trieur arel
Kugltali, opranl; Mc-d«ino: "lies I'pp.ugton and Weir,»alti Mr .lohnstoii, tenure, Mr. Al\ oio and other rentle-
men -ai lining 'ho b»^ \ A mod oquent sermon waa
preached by the Her Dr Hrann r> laliiig to the festival.
At the solemn high m.i-s Rev VI' Clackrucyer, S J
acl«*«| as o-lebrant, and I: v Mr ll< i t, \ J as nub d<-a-
con K''ery means that cmilu a<! i to the splendor of tbil
midnignt celebration were adopt<d by Hie linv, J. Kelly
the aged pastor of th>> time honored church. At thQ
tair iu h school! -.use, which was lately opened for tbe
beneiit of the new i hureh, bumlreds of the i-onjrjegaiioa
aw sited the hour of the celebration in the bun b

Dliaatrna* Klrc at Rfoatreal.
Mohtkbal, Dec. 26, ISM.

The . Her. a large four eU>ry itone
building oppoailo the Montreal T. leginph Coinpany'a
office, took lire 11 1 uighl about ten o'clock, apd, in Bpll*
of several streams i>f water, burnt flwroly until two
o'clock this morning, Tho bulldtnj wan completely
gutted, the tclffci^fcU office wan in considerable danger
ai one Mm*. There wa* flHhnntsly not much wild. The
Chief of the Kirc lirlirudc wvi hurt and two flrttnen
¦tuenVi bv falling stcne*

Tei rlttle Ceir of SafToeatton.
Cnkaoo, Dec. 'ii, 1^9$.

A irtr.bls a*e ol suffocation from gae occurred at th®
Rreman Hotel, 137 l«ke atreet, Saturday night, raeultiug
In tb« .isatb of flvo men, and perliape tin. Hie vtclis*

_

all tl*pt In the same room ;* and it !* .upp»«*«l that, aft«f
retirlof. the r ip of Uie gas pipe, which merely Murk
on with wax, fall off, allowing th< en*, umler full prea-
*ur«, to eo'.-r the room. Plve of the mtr. were f >uu4l
AMfetteMa nornnig. Another waa mil *Ht« >h4
c it'll, I)mi lar-neiiii#


